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SUBJECT 

New Program Request – BHSU – Minor in Theatre 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2:23 – Program and Curriculum Approval  

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

Black Hills State University (BHSU) requests authorization to offer a minor in Theatre. 

The proposed minor will provide a student-centered learning environment focusing on 

cultivating the collaborative skills, creativity, and professionalism necessary to pursue a 

wide variety of careers. Currently, theatre is offered as an emphasis within the Speech and 

Speech-Teaching minors at BHSU. Within those minors, if students wish to pursue theatre, 

the number of credit hours exceeds 18. By breaking Theatre out into its own minor, the 

number of credit hours will be reduced to 18, and it will improve the discipline’s visibility 

to students search for a minor. Additionally, the newly created Communication and Media 

major will no longer include theatre curriculum, and the Communication Studies and 

Theatre major has been terminated. This minor will ensure that theatre courses and 

curriculum are still available to BHSU students. 

 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

BHSU plans to offer the minor in Theatre on campus. BHSU does not request new state 

resources, and no new courses will be required. BHSU estimates 18 students enrolled and 

6 graduates by the fourth year of the program. 

Board office staff recommends approval. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – New Program Request Form: BHSU – Minor in Theatre 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/Documents/2-23.pdf
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