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SUBJECT 

Proposed BOR Policy 2:XX – Accreditation (First Reading) 
 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 
BOR Policy 1:1 – General Authority, Powers, and Purpose of the Board 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 
Institutional accreditation is required to ensure a university is eligible to receive federal 
funding and award federal financial aid to its students.  It is also a hallmark of academic 
and institutional quality, integrity, and financial responsibility.  Similarly, program 
accreditation assures stakeholders of the quality and rigor of an academic program, and 
graduation from an accredited program is required for licensure by some licensing boards.   
 
Each SDBOR university is responsible for maintaining its own institutional accreditation 
and may seek program accreditation with approval from the Board of Regents.  As the 
governing board for all six universities, the Board of Regents has a role and responsibility 
in accreditation efforts and a responsibility to oversee the activities of the universities.  
Currently, there is no policy that explicitly outlines the roles and responsibilities of the 
Board or the universities pertaining to accreditation.    
 
At the February 2022 AAC meeting, System Vice President for Academic Affairs, Dr. 
Janice Minder, tasked Dr. Rebecca Hoey and the Accreditation Liaison Officers (ALOs) 
with drafting a new policy on institutional and program accreditation.  The group reviewed 
policies from all SHEEO agencies and identified accreditation policies in the Alaska, 
Florida, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, North Dakota and 
Wisconsin systems.  The policies were studied for commonalities and for policy language 
particularly appropriate to the South Dakota Board of Regents.  From that research, the 
group drafted a proposed policy governing accreditation for the SDBOR (Attachment I). 
 
Accreditation Liaison Officers: 
BHSU – Dr. Pam Carriveau 
DSU – Dr. Jeanette McGreevy 
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NSU – Dr. Erin Fouberg 
SDSMT – Dr. Darcy Briggs 
SDSU – Dr. Teresa Seefeldt 
USD – Dr. Lisa Bonneau  

 
IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

The accreditation officers provided their recommendation and proposed draft policy to the 
Academic Affairs Council.  The Academic Affairs Council (AAC) has reviewed and 
provided support for the attached policy.  This policy outlines governance by the Board of 
Regents and documents the required reporting on accreditation to the BOR academic staff.  
 
The timeline for this policy will be as follows: 

• First Reading – August 2022 BOR Meeting 
• Second and Final Reading – October 2022 BOR Meeting 

Board academic staff recommends approval. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment I – BOR Policy 2.XX Accreditation (Draft) 








