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I move to approve SDSU’s request to seek accreditation from the American Society of 
Animal Science for their BS in Animal Science. 
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SUBJECT 
 Request to Seek Accreditation – SDSU 
 
CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 1:10 – Relationship of Curriculum and Instruction to Statutory Objectives 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 
Board of Regents Policy 1:10 specifies that “Each campus must seek and receive Board 
approval before applying for initial accreditation or an expanded scope of accreditation for 
academic programs.”  In accordance with Board policy, South Dakota State University 
requests approval to seek accreditation from the following accrediting agencies: 

Accrediting Agency:  American Society of Animal Science 
Program: BS in Animal Science 
Advantages:  Accreditation will verify the program’s quality and capacity for training 
students who are prepared to enter diverse professional positions upon graduation or 
continue their education in professional degree programs. Additionally, accreditation 
provides an opportunity to evaluate current performance, set goals, and implement a 
plan for improvement. 

The Higher Learning Commission (HLC), a regional accrediting agency recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education, awards institutional accreditation for higher education 
institutions in South Dakota.  A variety of unique organizations award specialized/program 
accreditation within distinct programs or departments at Regental institutions.  A general 
reference document on institutional and specialized/program accreditation is available on 
the BOR website at the link below. 

• Special Analysis: Accreditation in Higher Education 
 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 
SDSU anticipates a one-time application fee of $5,000 for initial accreditation, and an 
annual renewal fee of $2,000 to be covered through department program fees. 

https://www.sdbor.edu/policy/documents/1-10.pdf
https://www.sdbor.edu/administrative-offices/academics/accountabilityReports/Documents/Accreditation_in_Higher_Education.pdf
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Board staff recommends approval. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – SDSU Request to Seek Accreditation Form: American Society of Animal 
Science 
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