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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  Thursday, June 30, 2016 

 

New SDSU Degree Programs Address Changing Workforce Needs 

 
MADISON, S.D. – The South Dakota Board of Regents this week approved a new 

undergraduate degree program in precision agriculture at South Dakota State University, while 

making adjustments to several other academic programs at the Brookings campus to better 

reflect emerging employment trends. 

 

A first-of-its kind agriculture major at SDSU will prepare students for diverse careers in 

agronomy, agricultural machinery management, and data sciences through high-speed sensor 

technology. This new bachelor of science degree in precision agriculture, available for students 

to declare as a major this fall, will emphasize data-based agronomic decision making. 

 

The proposal by SDSU noted that “precision agriculture is a quickly growing field, yet no other 

university currently offers a major. Approval of the program would give SDSU a first-to-market 

advantage.” SDSU estimates about 32 students in an initial cohort pursuing the degree, but 

expects steady enrollment growth due to rapid adoption of precision agriculture technology by 

farmers and agribusinesses. 

 

In other action by the regents, SDSU was authorized to offer: 

 B.S. degree in chemistry education to prepare future high school science teachers with a 

greater depth of chemistry content knowledge within the 120 credit hours required for 

graduation; 

 

 B.S. degree in human biology to replace a previous specialization in the university’s 

biology program. This degree will focus on professional training in specialized health 

care delivery, particularly in rural and primary care settings;  

 

 B.S. degree in early education and care, replacing SDSU’s early childhood education 

major/birth-to-five specialization. This new online program is especially designed for 

military service members and their spouses who seek new careers working with young 

children. The program will be offered through the Great Plains Interactive Distance 

Education Alliance at the request of the federal departments of Agriculture and Defense.  
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